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changed, first intoKovaiamma, and then into Koniamma.
After some years she became the village deity of the
Malaisar, and a temple was built in her honour, with a
stone image of the goddess in front of it* In the course
of time, a Hindu king, named Mathe Raja, happened to
go there on a hunting expedition, and, finding the spot
very fertile, colonized the country with his own
subjects. Gradually a flourishing town grew up, and
Koniamma was adopted as one of the deities of the new
colony. Centuries afterwards, Tippu Sultan, the Tiger
of Mysore, when he passed by the town during one of
his marches, broke down the image and demolished the
temple. The glory of persecution greatly increased the
fame of the goddess. The head, which had been broken
off the image, was brought back to the town, a new
temple built, and in a few years the goddess became
very popular over the whole district. Her title to
divine honour rests upon the legend that she killed a
certain demon, who was devastating the land and took
the form of a buffalo when he attacked her. She is
regarded as a benevolent being, who does not inflict
diseases, but is capable of doing much good to the
people when duly honoured. She is worshipped only
at Coimbatore. This word is the English form of the
Tamil Koyamputhur.

Some of the legends bear witness to the bitter
conflict between the aboriginal inhabitants of the land,
generally described as demons or RaksJiatfas (Sanskrit
Rakshases} and the superior races which conquered
them, whether Turanian or Aryan. -

The legend of Savadamma, the goddess of the
weaver caste in the Coimbatore district, is a case in
point It runs as follows : Once upon a time, when
there was fierce conflict between "the men" and the
Rakshathas, "the -men," who were getting defeated,
applied for help to the god Siva, who sent his wife,
Parvati,1 as an avatara or incarnation, into the world to

has many names, among which Parvati, i.e.  the
mountain goddess, is one of the commonest,